
 

Central Florida Hospitality Hall of Fame Honorees 

• William C. Peeper, Inducted April 28, 2007 (retired 2007 as President of the Orlando/Orange 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau) 

• Richard J. Walsh, Inducted April 28, 2007 (Faculty at the College of Business; Chairman & CEO, 
The Knob Hill Group, former Darden Restaurant leadership team founding member) 

• Richard A. Nunis, Inducted March 29, 2008 (Former Disney Executive; retired as chairman of 
Walt Disney Attractions) 

• Patricia Engfer, Inducted March 29, 2008 (retired, former Area Vice President Hyatt Regency 
Grand Cypress) 

• Harris Rosen, Inducted April 18, 2009 (President and COO of Rosen Hotels & Resorts) 
• Jim D. Atchinson, Inducted April 18, 2009 (Former CEO SeaWorld) 
• Carolyn Fennell, Inducted September 2010 (Senior Director Public Affairs for the Greater 

Orlando Aviation Authority) 
• Mark McHugh, Inducted September 2010 (President & CEO, Gatorland) 
• Al Weiss, Inducted October 2011 (former President of Worldwide Operations for Walt Disney 

Parks and Resorts; current Chief Executive Officer at Weiss Advisors) 
• Thomas J. Williams, Inducted October 2011 (retired 2022; former Chairman and Chief Executive 

Officer of Universal Parks & Resorts) 
• Albert Covelli, Inducted October 2012 (founded Covelli Enterprises and established Covelli 

Family Partnership; operate 62 Panera Bread locations) 
• Gary C. Sain, Inducted October 2012 (deceased; former President & CEO of Visit Orlando) 
• Alan C. Villaverde, Inducted October 2012 (former vice president and general manager, The 

Peabody Orlando 
• Richard J. Maladecki, Inducted November 2013 (retired, former President/CEO CFHLA) 
• David A. Siegel, Inducted November 2013 (founder, president, and chief executive officer 

Westgate Resorts Ltd) 
• Henri Landwirth, Inducted October 2014 (deceased, founder Give Kids the World) 
• Paul S. Mears, Jr., Inducted October 2014 (Chairman of Mears Transportation Group) 
• Ronald “Ron” E. Dowdy, Inducted October 2015 (retired Central Florida commercial real estate 

developer) 
• Maria Triscari, Inducted October 2015 (President, International Drive Resort Area Chamber of 

Commerce) 
• Kathleen “Kathy” Canning, Inducted October 2016 (retired, general manager of the Orange 

County Convention Center (OCCC)  
• William “Bill” A. Davis, Inducted October 2016 (retired, President/COO at Universal Orlando 

Resort) 
• John Rivers, Inducted October 2017 (CEO at 4R Restaurant Group & 4Roots Farm) 
• Salli Setta, Inducted October 2017 (Former President and Chief Concept Officer at Red Lobster) 
• Abraham Pizam, Ph.D., Inducted November 2018 founding dean UCF Rosen College of 

Hospitality Management; Professor) 
• David Gabri, Inducted October 2019 (CEO, and owner of Gabriworks Hospitality) 



• Marco Manzie, Inducted October 2019 (President of Paramount Hospitality Management) 


